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University of Sheffield  

1. INSIGNEO  

In the last report I mentioned that the outline expression of interest for a £10m award 
submitted by Professor Paul Griffiths and colleagues in response to call from the MRC: 
‘Enhancing UK’s Clinical research Capabilities and Technologies (Innovative technologies 
for stratified and experimental medicine)’ had got through to the final stage. An official 
announcement on the outcome is expected this month, and I will provide further information 
if this is available at the Board.  

2. Faculty Director of Research and Innovation 

Professor Paul Hellewell has left this post to become the Dean of the Faculty of Life 
Sciences at Brunel University. Professor Chris Newman has replaced him but continue as 
Director of the CRF.  

3. Response to the Tooke Review 

Chris Newman will lead the Faculty’s implementation of the recommendations from the 
Tooke Report which I have mentioned in previous reports. To update the Board, the 
University’s Academic Task and Finish Group has already considered neurosciences, the 
Florey Institute and INSIGNEO; it has just looked at the Faculty’s cancer strategy and after 
an analysis of our position relative to other universities recommended that more work needs 
to be done in defining focus in areas of research for the university. Two obvious areas of 
strength are bone oncology and DNA repair. The Department of Oncology are now revising 
their strategy. The Academic Task and Finish Group will now look at remaining research 
areas, consider the input from the 4 project boards which are meeting over the next two 
months and prepare by December a plan for implementation. 

4. NSS 2014 results 

Overall the Faculty did well in the National Student Survey, with Orthoptics in particular 
achieving 100% overall satisfaction with their course. However there was a decrease in 
overall satisfaction in Medicine with only 83% overall satisfaction (92% in 2013; 89% across 
the University). The School are analysing the individual responses made in the form of free 
text comments and initial impressions are that the result has been affected by sudden 
changes in timetabling and placements immediately before the survey. 

5. CRF Conference 

 We jointly hosted the UKCRF Network 10th Annual Conference in July and this was a highly 
successful event.   
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Sheffield Hallam University 
 
 
PhD  
 
We have twelve students commencing studies on scholarships, with a further nine students 
commencing studies. All PhD students are moving into a new PhD hub on collegiate campus 
and the University will be forming a graduate school during this academic year. The 
University   
 
 
Biomedical Science Research Centre (BMRC)  
 
Sheffield Hallam is one of only five institutions in the country to have been awarded funding 
by the National Centre for the Replacement, Refinement and Reduction of Animals in 
Research (NC3Rs) in collaboration with the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research 
Council (EPSRC). The team has been given £244,045 to develop its Mass Spectrometry 
Imaging (MSI) technology to identify specific proteins and provide quantitative analysis of 
their levels in biological tissue. 
 
Dr Simona Francese has been successful in securing funding of £170k from the Home 
Office Innovation fund in conjunction with West Yorkshire Police. Work on the project will 
begin in November 2014. Current BMRC PhD student Robert Bradshaw will work with 
Simona in a postdoctoral capacity for one and a half years. 
 
Dr Melissa Lacey has been successful in obtaining a Society for General Microbiology 
Education and Outreach Grants 2014 for a project called ‘Genetic modification of bacteria; 
how to save the world or creating Frankenstein?’ 
 
A team of SHU scientists including Neil Bricklebank, Louise Freeman-Parry and Keith Miller 
from the BMRC and Chris Breen and Francis Clegg from MERI, have recently been awarded 
£35K from Proof of Concept funding to continue their research into the development of a 
new material for the effective treatment of infected chronic wounds.  
 
Centre for Health and Social Care Research (CHSCR)  
 
An extension to an NIHR project Realistic Evaluation of the REAL study has been awarded.  
This will further analyse the social behaviour, organisation and change relationships 
between contexts, mechanisms and outcomes in the intervention units.  
 
Dr Shona Kelly has been awarded an NIHR grant to investigate the clinical and demographic 
characteristics associated with delay in help-seeking behaviour in patients with Acute 
Coronary Syndrome. 
 
Research staff in the Centre for Health and Social Care have been presenting and 
publishing their research over the summer. 
 
Conference attendances have included: 
 
Lifford K, Brain K, Collins K, Burton M, Witt J, Caldon L, Edwards A, Wyld L, Reed MWR. 
Developing collaborative decision support interventions for older women (75 years plus) with 
breast cancer.  13th International Congress of Behavioural  Medicine, 20-23 August 2014 
(Groningen, The Netherlands). 



Hardware B, Johnson D, Reece L and Soltani H. An evaluation of the impact of a weight 
management programme for obese pregnant women, delivered in an antenatal healthcare 
setting.  International Confederation of Midwives  30th Triennial Congress, Prague 1-5th 
June 2014  
 
Rundle R, Soltani H, Scott A. Dietary habits and nutritional supplementation from the 
perspective of pregnant teens and their health care providers: an exploratory study. 
International Confederation of Midwives  30th Triennial Congress, Prague 1-5th June 2014  
 
Ahuja D, Nasr N, Fawcett J, Whitfield M, McLean S (2014) ‘It's not a priority’ – A qualitative 
analysis of the determinants of attendance in outpatient physiotherapy, Platform 
presentation at Growing Collaborative Research Conference, Sheffield, 22 July 2014. 
 
Piercy H & Gerrish K.   Capacity development for knowledge translation: evaluation of an 
experiential approach through secondment opportunities. Health Sciences Research 
Network symposium 19-20th June 2014 
 
Peer Reviewed Journal articles have included:  
 
Yeeles, H., Trinick, S., Childs, C., Soltani, H. and Farrell, T. (2014) Postpartum Infection in 
Morbidly Obese Women after Caesarean Section: Does Early Prophylactic Oral Antibiotic 
Use Make a Difference?  Open Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 2014 4, 547-549. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/ojog.2014.49077 
 
Morgan J, Wyld L, Collins KA, Reed MW. Surgery versus primary endocrine therapy for 
operable primary breast cancer in elderly women (70 years plus). Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews 2014, Issue 5.  
 
Ahmed N, Hughes P, Winslow M, Bth P, Collins K, Noble B. A randomised controlled trial of 
an holistic needs assessment questionnaire in a supportive and palliative care service using 
the Sheffield Profile for Assessment and Referral for Care (SPARC): A mixed methods 
study.  Palliative Medicine, 2014, 28 (6): 567. 
 
Colette Fegan, Sarah Cook. The Therapeutic Power of Volunteering. Advances in 
Psychiatric Treatment. May 2014 20:217-224; doi:10.1192/apt.bp.113.011890 
 http://apt.rcpsych.org/content/20/3/217.abstract.html?etoc  
 
T Jhita, S Petrou, A Gumber, A Szczepura, N T Raymond, S Bellary. Ethnic differences in 
health related quality of life for patients with type 2 diabetes. Health and Quality of Life 
Outcomes, 12:83, 5 June 2014. doi:10.1186/1477-7525-12-83  
 
Peckover S. & Everson A. (2014). Putting Men’s Abuse of Women on the Childcare Agenda: 
An Innovative Specialist Domestic Abuse Project. Practice. 26(3). pp143-159. 
 
Pollard N (2014) The little society: The personalisation agenda and sustaining older adults 
with enduring mental health needs in community care provision. In A Tod and J Hirst (eds) 
Health and Inequality: Applying Public Health Research to Policy and Practice. London, 
Routledge. 
 
Yeeles, H. , Trinick, S. , Childs, C. , Soltani, H. and Farrell, T. (2014) Postpartum Infection in 
Morbidly Obese Women after Caesarean Section: Does Early Prophylactic Oral Antibiotic 
Use Make a Difference? Open Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 4, 547-549. doi: 
10.4236/ojog.2014.49077. 



 
Gerrish, K. & Piercy, H. Capacity development for knowledge translation: evaluation of an 
experiential approach through secondment opportunities. Worldviews on Evidence-based 
Nursing 2014 11:3, 209-213 
 
 
Centre for Sport and Exercise Science (CSES)  
 
CSES PhD students have won four awards in the last few months at National and 
International Conferences.  Dr. Liam Slack has won the Association for Applied Sport 
Psychology (AASP) PhD of the year award for 2014. Dr. Slack has also been awarded the 
‘Young Researcher Prize’ for the abstract of his fourth study in the PhD to be presented at 
the AASP Annual Conference (Las Vegas, USA, October 2014). Katie Ludlam has won a 
$750 travel grant for the same conference, being judged to have submitted one of the top 10 
abstracts (from over 300 submitted) by junior researchers. Finally, Joseph Stone also won 
the Young Investigator Oral Presentation Award at the Expertise and Skill Acquisition 
Network (ESAN) annual conference (Sheffield, April 2014).   

The Academic Health Science Network (AHSN) grant won for Yorkshire and Humberside to 
deliver a number of services around the development of Workplace Wellness within National 
Health Service staff has been extended for two further years. 

Dr. Helen Crank has been awarded a grant of £141k from Macmillian and Sport England to 
coordinate six physical activity pilot programmes for cancer patients across the UK (with 
Sheffield being one of the successful sites).   

CSES has been awarded further grants to work with England's elite Football Referees, the 
England Table Tennis team and British Climbing. 

 
Centre for Sports Engineering (CSER)  
 
A new three-year contract has been awarded from the EIS Research & Innovation 
programme.  This provides £120k per year towards research and development of 
performance analysis methods and systems for the English Institute of Sport and UK Sport-
funded elite sports teams. The project is being managed by Dr Simon Goodwill. 
 
 
Dr Jon Wheat has been awarded a grant to purchase a high-end commercial 3D scanning 
system for 3D anthropometry and body morphology assessment.   
 
Dr Ben Heller and Dr Rob Copeland have secured funding to develop the Sheffield Physical 
Activity Observatory (SPAO) to capture, store and analyse population-scale data on physical 
activity (PA) and its associated health corollaries. Dr Ben Heller has also been 
commissioned by DoH to undertake a rapid review of the role of technology in facilitating 
physical activity behaviour change. 
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